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USURY. 


Gentlemen , 


| Pon March the 5th yon took upon you to anſwer that part of 
Mr.David Fones's Farewel Sermon thar related to Uſury. But 
in. realiry you have done no ſuch thing. For, if you had : 

Then in the 


Firſt place, You muſt have anſwer'd 
His Challenge, Pag. 35. 1 do here openly make this Challenge to all the 
Patrons of Uſury ; if they will bring me any one approved Author among the 
Ancients that has defended Uſury, I will bring them Fifty, T will bring them 
Hundreds, yea, I will bring them whole Councils and Fathers that have una- 
nimonufly condemned it, And certainly _ muſt needs be a very grear Sin 
that 


(2) 
rhar, among all the Ancients, has no Patron that dares appear in it's 
Defence, bur has All againſt it with one conſent. 

And titzwiſe, What he there quoted our of Biſhop Sanderſon. And 
rill you do fo, all your Anſwers witt be nothmg at att ro his Sermon. 
And I do verily believe, thar neither You, nor all Men living, will ever 
be able ro anſwer him as to that particular. 


Scondly, You muft have anfwer'd 

The 17th Canon of the firſt Nicene Council (which is referred ro Pag.35.) 
whereby all Ufurious Clergymen were degraded from Holy Qrdexs. 
Which I am credibly informed, was never done but for a Morral Sm. 
And therefore, Biſhop Bede! (that mo{t excellent Reformer of Clerical 
Abuſes in the Church of Ireland) thonpht the degrading of a Biſhop was too 
$ ired a thing to be done meerly upon Politick Conſiderations ; which I would 
have writ in Letters of Gold. Bp. Bedeli's Life, Pag. 145. 

As (ihewiſe the 20th Canon of - the Eliberrirr Cenncil (which is referred 
to in the ſame place) whereby all Uſurious Lay-men were Excommuni- 
cared in their Life-rtime. 

As likeviſe the kateran Council nnder Atewimder the Thard, where it was 
Decreed rhar all manifeſt Ufurers ſhould be deprived of Communion 
and Felfowſhip of Chriſtians in their Life, and of Chriſtian Burial after 
Dearh, rill their Heirs had reſtored their Uſury. Ar , which Council 
this Queſtion was pur by Panormitan an Archbiſhop, Whether Ufu- 
ry might nor be diſpenſed with for the Redemption of poor Chriſtians 
taken Caprive by the Saracens ? And the Anſwer he had was to this ef- 
tect. Since both Old and New Teſtament deteſt rhe Crime of Ulury, 
no' Diſpenfation was to be admitted for ir, no, nor for fo charimble a. 
Work, as the Redemprion of Chriſtmn Caprives. 

As lakewile the 109th Canon of our Church, where Uſury ( not only ex- 
ceflive Ulury, any more than.exceflive Adultery, bur all Uſury in gene- 
ral, the leaſt as well as the greateſt) is thought a ſufficient Crime to keep 
any Man from the Sacrament. And there, you muſt have reconciled 
the Canon and the Starure-Law, the one of which ſeems to allva of U- 
fury, and the other Excommunicates any Man that is guilry of ir, 
And that you mighr calily kave done thus. The Srarure-J.aw does not 

Allow Ulary, but only Stzztsand Limers it ro Six in the Hundred, and 
fo far gives way to it, for the preventing of greater Miſchiefs. And 
this is nor enough ro excuſe the Uturer in the Courr of Conſcience. And 
thusthe Jews deceived rhemlelyes m rhe marrer of Poſygamy and Di- 
vorce : They thought Mefes's T.auw had allbwed them in-rhofe Sins : Bur 
our Saviour thew'd them plainly, that Moſes gave them only a Tolera- 
ton in them for the hardacls of rheir Hearrs. The very Tolera- 
Non of Permiition of a thing, ſhews irs Badneſs, For if it were 
Good, it might be done without any Tolketarion or Permillion ar all. 
And therefore we tind in the 21 of King Fames the Firſt, Thatno Words 
con- 


(2). 


contained in the Law about Uſury , ſold be Conſtrued or Fxpoinded to 
allow the praftice of Uſury in point of Religion or Conſcience. And therefore, 
notwithſtanding the Starure-Law does Kint and limit Ulury for the a- 
voiding of greatcr Evils ; yt /* dos not, zt cannot, exempr the Ulurers 
from Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, but leaves them ro be Excommunicated b' 
the 109 Canon. And therefore, Domirictts 2 Soto de Fuſt.£3 Fur. l. i. 7us C 
Art. 2. is in thc right on't, when he {ays, Stews are permitted to prevent 
Adulteries, and Uſury to avoid Theft. 

As likewiſe, Ezck. 18.8, 13. Where Al! Uſary, and Al! Increaſe that 
way, though never ſo little, 1s ſaid to be to great a Sin, thar whoever js 
guilty of it, ſhall ſurely dye for it, and his Blood fliall be upon his owa 

ad. 

As likewiſe, Ter. 15. 10. Where it 3s plain, that if the Prophet had ej- 
ther raken or given upon Utury, every one in the whole Earth might 
lawfully have Curied hum. 


Thirdly, You muſt have ſhew'n, whether, if Uſury be at all lawful ; ir 
| be fo lawful as ty make a Trade of ir ; as Mr. Foxe:'s former Hearers 
in LembardsStreet do. And there you muſt haye anſwered what Biſhop 
Sanderſon ſays, Paz. 37. If any thing can make aCalling Unlawful, certaine 
ly the Uſurer's Callins canner be Lawful. And therefore, have a great 
care left you by countenancing Ulury after your Abiliry, do harden 
any Man 1n his Sin, and thereby do become guilry of his $tn, and ſmarr 
for it ar the Day of Judgment. He thac approves or defends what 
Wicked Men do, is worle than thoſe Wickesl Men that do thoſe wicked 
things, Rom. 1.32. 

And rhis, {if you will give me cave re ſpeak freely, wirhour thinking 
me Proud tor preſuming to direct your Socicty,) 15 what you muſt have 
done, it you had anſwered Mr. Forcs's Sermon, But inftcad of this, let 
us now ſce whar it 15 that you have done, 


Firſt of all, You have pick'd T'wo or Three Lines our of Pag. 34, 39, 
which you repreient as His. Whereas, #t you had had rhar Charzty, and 
Sircerity, and Reſpet to Truth you profeſs, J'ou would have repreſented 
Them as they really are in eitect, rhe Words of God, by his Prophets 
Feremia/ and Ezekgel, whote joynt Aurhority he there quores for thena, 


Secon.!l;y, You have premiled Two things, namely, That you do not +16 
rend ro jnjtife the Rich, who exatt from the Poor ; nor thaſe who immoderate- 
ly deſire Gain or Increaſe, who are Idoiaters. And yer, thoke very things 
fymec of Mr. Fmes's former Hearers in Lombard-Street are notorious for : 
As you may gather from Hs Sermon wpen Fami;y-Dutzes, Pag. 19. Where 
he feems rqrax ſome of rhem with Kobbing of Orphans, Oppreſſing Hidows, 
Grimding the Face of the Poor, Gripirs Ufury, and Suing out Pardons from 
the State for Extertion, And if you had loycd their Souls as well as he 


A 2 does, 
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does, notwithſtanding all their Tnjuſtice againſt him, you would have told 
them ſo as well as he did. Namely, you would have rold them in plain 
rerms, that whatever you writ in your Mercury, was not at all deſigned to 
Fuſtifie their making Uſury their Calling. Which, even thoſe few Modern 
Writers thatare falſly efteemedPatrons of Uſury,have always Condemned. 
And if a Man does nor deal thus plainly with them, he does nothing ar 
all. Their Jewels and their Precious Stones do fo dazle and glifter,and dars 
{ucha luftreupon their Eyes,that they are perfefly Blinded ; infomuch thar 
they can fcarce ſee and know themſelyes, when rhey are told to their 
Faces, Thou art the Man. 

And God grant that Mr. Fones's Succeſſor may deal with them as in« 
partially as he has done : To which purpoſe I would defire him to read 
the excellent Biſhop Fewe/, upon 1 The. p.121. But what ſpeak Iof the an- 
crent Fathers of the Church 2 There was never any Religion, nor Set, nor 
State, nor Degree , nor Profeſſion of Men , but they have diſliked Utlury. 
Philoſophers,” Greeks, Latins, Lawyers, Divines, Catholichs, Hereticks, all 
Tongues and Nations, have ever thought an Uſurer as danzerons as tAThief. 
The very Senſe of Nature proves it to be ſo, Tf the Stenes could ſpeak, they 
would ſay as much. 

And if we had asZealous Clergy now-a-days, Uiury would be thought 
as Deteſtable a Sin now, as it was 1n the 13 of Eliz. and in the Reign of 
King Edw. VI. Where all Ufzry or Increaſe, &C. was puniſhee! not only 
with the Forfeiture of Principal and All, but with Impriſonment and Rauſon 
at the Kings Will and Pleaſurc. 

Again Biſhop Fewel, Pag. 144. After a long Diſcourſe againft Uſury, 
he has theſe Words ; Thus mmch 1 thought expedient to ſpeak of the Hathſurs 
and Foul Trade of Ufury. I now not what Iriat will grow thereby, ant 
what it will work in your Hearts, If it pleife God, it mty ag time rood FI 
wiſh : I have done my Duty, T call God for a Record unto my Sou!, T have 1%t 
deceived you. 1 have ſpoken unto you the truth : If T be deceived in this 
matter, O God thou haſt deceived me. Thou ſaxſt, Thou thalt rake no Us 
fury : Thor: fayſ?, He thar rakcth Increaſe thall nor live. JJ fat om 1, 
that I ſhould hide the Fords of my God, or keep, thei back from the I letri1;y 
of his People ? The Learned Old Fathers have taugiy us, It is no more 
Lawful. ro take Uſary of our Brother , than it is. to Riull Quy Bros 
ther, Ec. | 

And again, Pap. 145. T hear there are certain in this City, which wallin 
wretchedly in this Filthineſs, (to wit Uſury,) without Repentance ; I nive 
them warning in the Hearing of you all, aud in the Preſence of Ged, tht 
they forſake this cruel, and deteſtable Sin. If otherwiſe they continue therein, 1 
will open their ſhame, and DENOUNCE EXCOMMUNIC > 
TION againſt them, and publiſh their NAMES 7%, this place bejore 
ou all ; that you may know them, and abhor them as the PLAGUES md 


MO NSTERS of the World: That if they be paſt all Fear of God, they 
| 114y 
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may yet repent and amend for Worldly Shame. And this I humbly offer 
ro Mr. Fones's Succeſſors Conſideration. If he does not Preach againſt 
this Sin in Lombard-Streer, he will be guilty of thcir Blood , and their 
Blood will be required ar his Hands. 


Thirdly, You ſtate the Queſtion thus, Mhether it be abſolutely unlawfut 
to Receive, (T ſuppoſe you mean by Contra, not by way of Gratirude.) 
Anv increafe of Any for the uſe of their Monies > To which you give this 
Anſwer, In the true ſinification of the Wird, "tis certainly Donmable ; 
but in the Sznfe you now wſe it, *tis very lawful and neceſſary. That is, U- 
{ury in irs rrue fignification according to God's 74/5rd, 1s certainly Dam- 
nable ; bur in its falſe ſignification according ro Mes Invention, it is 
very lawful and neceſſary. And here T would fain know ct any 
Man, 

Firſt of all, Which is ro take place, 11s true or 1s falle fgnitcarion. ® 
God's Word , or Man's Invention 2 Truth or a Lye ? Chriit or Be- 
Lal 2 


Secondly, T would fain know, whether if Ufury be nor abſolutely Un- 
lawtul : Yer, its being of Bad Report , and irs having the Appeararce of 
1::il, 18 not enough to hinder it from being made a Calling? Certainly, 
no Man can deny, bur there are a great many things , which rhough 
thcy be nor ablolurcly unlawful, are yer abſolutely unlawful ro be made 
a Calling. No Man can deny , bur that Ulury is of B14 Rep:rt ; for 
all Ages have decry'd it : And all rhe Earth may lawfully Curic an U- 
turcr, Fer. 15. 10. And no Man can deny, but that Ulury has. the 4p- 
pearance of Feit, 1t ir be not Evil indeed ; for it always appenrs in Bad 
Company: Ir appears with Lying, Backviting, Deceit, Frong and Bribery, 
Pſal. 15. It appears with Tdolatry, Oppreſſion, Adultery, Cruelty, Uimercifu!s 
neſs to the Poor , Blood-ſhed and Murther, Eck. 18. And it appears ve'th 
the Proefunition of Toly thii'ns , the abomination f Uncieanneſs, and the 
unnatural Sins of Inceſt, Erck. 22, Ard *tis St. B:jil's Obieryation upon 
it, *Ey p3jicrs 3% 24400: It always appenrs in the midtt of the grearcit 
Evils. And therefore certainly, though it ſtould nor be al/oluicty une 
jawful, yer it is fo unlawful, ir 1s of tach B.:4 Report, and it has ſuch 
Appearance ef Evil, tar no [079/} Man who avoids bath upon pain of 
Damnation, will ever adyenture to make it a Calling. 


Fourthly, You affirm that the true Sipnification of Tiſury im the Serie 

. . Es. . <2, I - 
rure, 7s Extortion or griading the Face of the Poor, And you aiirm alto, 
That it being allowed the Fews to take Uſury of Strangers ; Therefore it ts 
ot Morally Evil. From whence I make this Obſervation. All Men al- 
tw that Extortion and grinding the Face of the poor arc Morally Evil 
and 


. 


and Simply unjawful. And conſequently , Scriprurc- Ufury being Kx: 


rottion according to you ; and Errortion or grinding the Face of rhe r 
Poor being Morally Evil accor:ing to all : It neceſſarily follows ac- F: 
cording to you, that God never ſo much as allowd the Jews to take 7 


'Uſury even from Strangers, (which has more truth in ir, as I ſhall ſhew 
hereafter, than both your Propotirions.) .For ſay you, He never allows that 
which is Morally Foil. And conſequently, cither your Firſt, or Second, 
or both your Propoſitiors are all fallc. And indeed to they are. For the 
Proof of which I only premiſe thus much, 

Extortion in our Land with relation ro Ulury, (in the Senſe you ſay 
vou now ule it) is the ExaCting of more Utury than the Law allows. [ 


That 3s, Ir is the Exacting of more than Six in the Hundred, And theres 
fore your P 
Fiſt Propoſitic, (waich holds that FExrortion or Grinding rhe Face of _ 


the Poor, is only meant by Scriptere-Utury) 15 all falte. . For Utury in 
the Scriprure Language 1s not the cxacting ot invre than 1g in the Hun- 
ered, Bur 


; Firſt of all, The Exacting of One in the Hundred is Scripturc-Utlary, 
i Nehem.z.11. where Exatting the Hundredth part of the AMony lent is calle ] 
Uſury. And v.12. Requiring Nothing is oppoſed to ir. And conſequently, 

He tharrequires any thing, tho ncver ſo Lttle, tor the Ulc of Mony, is 
a Scripture-Ulurer. 


Secondly, The Law fays, Levit. 25.35. Take thou No Uſtry or Tncredfe A 
from thy poor Brother, And the Prophet tays, Exe&%. 15: 8. He that hat! F 
wot grven forth upon Uſury, neither hath taken Any Increaſe. From whence P, 
it 1s plain, that whoever taketh any Increale, tho never fo lirtle, and al 
nt only he that taketh above Six in the Hundred, is a Scripture» Ic 
' Ularer, ro 

P: 


Thirdly, If Exrortion, that is, If taking above Six in the Hundred, 


| be only meant by Scripturc-Ulury : Then, it was lawful for the Jews he 
ro take Six in the Hundred even of their poor Brother. Whichl1 believe, je 
FF no Man of common Senſe can with any Modeity aftrm. From whence + 
| I conclude, 'That your firit Propoſition is all falle, And your re 
ra 

X Second Propoſition (which holds, that God never allowed the Jews any tr, 
thing that is Morally Evil) is all falſe roo. For, God has allowed the th: 

ews ſome things which are Morally Evil, -for the Hardneſs of their = 

carts, as in the Caſes of Polygamy and Divorce, which were nor 1o = 

| | from the beginning, Marth, 19.8. Not to mention the allowance they all 
| had to ſpoil the Ezyptians, which has ſeveral fort of Anſwers given # Þy nr 

| Learned Men, Exod, 12, 36, «Þ; 


The 
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The Sum of which is this, If both your Propoſitions are true ( as they aye 
really falſe) then, they do utterly overthrow each other, And conſequently, 
for all that you have hitherto ſaid , Mr. Jones's Sermon is Unanſwe- 
rable. 


Gentlemen, 


I confeſs there are a great many things more to be anſwer'd in your 
Mercury. Of which, God willing, you ſhall have an account in ano- 
ther Sheet ſometime next Week. My Ordinary buſineſs is ſo great that 
I cannot well prepare above a Sheer a Week for .the Preſs. And 
therefore, I hope, you't excuſe me for not giving you a fall Anſwer at 
preſent. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


* Have ofcentimes been forced to vindicate Mr. Fones in ſeveral Com- 
panies upon the account of Uſury. And I have found that this Caps 
rrous Objeftion has been frequently made againſt him, 


Obj. If we may not Lend, what will the King do, who is forced to take 
Mony uponUſury > To which I humbly crave leave to give you Mr. 
Foncs's own Anſwer to it. For, 1t1s that which he ſent ro the Preſs as a 
Poſtſcript to his Farewel Sermon, and had been then Printed, had nor 
all rhe Copics been wrought off before ir came, and that he was deſired 
ro pur 1t off to ſome other Opportuniry. And if it give any juſt Offence 
ro the preſent Government , he does now retract 1:,. and hearrtity beg 
Pardon. 

Anſw. Don't T.end the King upor Uſury, bur Lend him Freely. Let it 
be your Frec-will Offering. Ler it be your Voluntary Oblation. You 
can never Lcnd it better. You lend it to fight the Lord's Battles againſt 
the Mighty. Whar is now become of all rhoſe Your Lives and Fortunes 
thar you lately ſo prodigally proffer'd for the Support of Popiſh Ty- 
ranny and Arbitrary Government 2 Would you have Green 4/ ro Br- 
tray your Liberty, your Property, and your Religion ? And will you Lend Ns- 
thing to ſecure them alf 2 Is & not enough for the King to Fexard in; 
Life, who, as David's Men faid of him, x worth Ten Thouſand of its, 
2 $a. 13. 3. Is ir not cnough for him to Hazard his Life, but muſt he 
allo Pry T/ury for your Deliverance > To whom is Tribure due ? To him 
2r to Vou ? For whatdo Men pay Ulury ? For their own Mony, or 
bat which is lent them 7 And can you then offer to make rhe my PAF - 

jury 
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Uſury for his own Mony ? Yea, and make Him pay Uſury to you for 
it-? Who (if it were in any caſe Lawfu!) ought rather ro do fo to him; 
becauſe you do not bring him in Mony ſoon enough for your own Pre- 
ſervation. Whar if He were as backward to help you, as you are to 
be helped by Him ? Yhar if this ſhould be the laſt ill Conſequence ? 
Which God forbid for Chriſt his ſake! UNGRATEFUL MEN! 
Kind to none but your Foes ! Kind to none but France and its accurſed 
Intereſt ! 


God Save K. William and Q. Mary. 
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